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 The repetition of introductory consonant sounds that occur close together in sequence. 

Ex: “His soul swooned slowly as he heard the snow falling faintly through the universe and faintly 

falling, like the descent of their last end, upon all the living and the dead.” [James Joyce “The Dead”] 

Five score years ago, a great American, in whose symbolic shadow we stand today, signed the 

Emancipation Proclamation. [MLK Jr “I Have A Dream”]

“What’s in a name? That which we call a rose 

By any other word would smell as sweet. 

So Romeo would, were he not Romeo called… [William Shakespeare “Rome and Juliet] 

Ex: Now is the time to make real the promises of democracy. Now is the time to rise from the dark and 

desolate valley of segregation to the sunlit path of racial justice. Now is the time 



Ethos: In rhetoric, ethos represents credibility, or an ethical appeal, which involves 

https://literarydevices.net/parallelism/

